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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1, X power supply system, ctomprieing: 

\ a plurality of electric products? 
\ a power generation apparatus capable of varying an 
amount\o£ power generation; and 

\a power control apparatus for controlling power 
supply from the power generation apparatus to the plurality 
of electric products, 
whbrein: 

each of the plurality of electric products is 
structured tto he capable of outputting a first power request 
signal for requesting a desired amount of power, 

the power control apparatus receives the plurality 
of first powefc request signals respectively from the 
plurality of electric products, generates a second power 
request signal fror requesting an amount of power which is 
determined in accordance with a total amount of power 
requested by the plurality of first power request signals, 
and outputs the second power request signal to the power 
generation apparatus, and 

the power Veneration apparatus Increases or 
decreases the amount of power generation so as to match the 
amount of power generation with a target amount of power 
generation which is determined in accordance with the second 
power request signal. \ 

2. A power supply system according to claim 1, wherein the 
power generation apparatus is a fuel cell* 



3, A power supply system according to claim 1, wherein the 
power control apparatus generates the second power request 
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signal so as tio fulfill R = 2Ri + Rm, where R indicates an 
amount of power requested by the second power request signal, 
Ri (i = 0, 1, A. . n) indicates an amount of power requested 
by each of the\ plurality of first power request signals, 
and Rm indicates a minimum necessary amount of power for 
communication between the plurality of electric products 
and the power cbntrol apparatus, 

4. A power supply system according to claim 1, wherein; 

the power generation apparatus determines whether 
or not the amourm of power generation matches the target 
amount of power geiieratlon which is determined in accordance 
with the second power request signal; and when the amount 
of power generation is determined to match the target amount 
of power generations the power generation apparatus outputs 
a matching signal to the power control apparatus, and 

the power! control apparatus outputs an 
acknowledging slgnal\to each of at least one electric product 
which outputs the first power request signal among the 
plurality of electrici products, in response to the matching 
signal. \ 

5- A power supply system according to claim 1, wherein: 

the power generation apparatus determines whether 
or not the amount of power generation matches the target 
amount of power generation which is determined in aaaordanoe 
with the second power request signal i and 

when the amount of power generation is determined 
to match the target amount of power generation, the power 
generation apparatus outputs an acknowledging signal to each 
of at least one electric product which outputs the first 
power request signal amohg the plurality of electric 
products . J 
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6. A power* supply system according to claim 1, further 
comprising a power silpply apparatus for outputting at: least 
one of power supplies from the power generation apparatus 
and power supplied nrom a power supply source other than 
the power generation! apparatus , 

wherein the dower generation apparatus determines 
whether or not the amount of power generation matches the 
target amount of power generation which is determined in 
accordance with the second power request signal; and when 
the amount o£ power generation is determined to match the 
target amount of power generation, the power generation 
apparatus outputs a matching signal to the power control 
apparatus , and 1 

the power oonttol apparatus determines whether or 
not an amount of power requested by a current second power 
request signal is increased as compared with an amount of 
power requested by a previous second power request signal; 
and when it is determined that the amount of power requested 
by the current second prarer request signal is increased as 
compared with the amountlof power requested by the previous 
second power request siAnal, the power control apparatus 
controls the power supplW apparatus to compensate for an 
insuf f ioienoy in the dower supplied from the power 
generation apparatus with power supplied from the power 
supply source, during a period from when the current second 
power request signal is output to the power generation 
apparatus until when the matching signal is received from 
the power generation apparatus. 

7. A power supply system according to claim 6, wherein the 
power control apparatus controls the power supply apparatus 
to compensate for the insuf fkaienoy in the power supplied 



• 
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from the power generation apparatus with power supplied from 
the power supply source only when the increase of the amount 
of power requested bylthe current second power request signal 
over the amount of power requested by the previous second 
power request signal} is equal to or more than a prescribed 
value * 

8 . A power supply syeAtem according to cialm 6 , wherein the 
power supply source supplies commercial power. 

9. A power supply system according to claim 6, wherein the 
power supply source ils a storage cell. 

10. A power supply system according to claim 1, wherein the 
plurality of electric products are connected to the power 
control apparatus via a wireless system or a wired system. 

11- A power supply system according to claim 1, wherein the 
first power request signal Is a state signal Indicating a 
state of the electric! product: and the power control 
apparatus obtains an amount of power required by the electric 
product in the state whidh is indicated by the state signal, 
and generates the seoondl power request signal based on the 
amount of power required by the electric product ♦ 

12. A computer system comprising a server computer and a 
terminal , wherein : 

the server computer includes a storage section for 
storing a correspondence table indicating a relationship 
between a state of an eleotAlc product and power consumption 
of the electric product irl the state, and 

the correspondence! table is downloaded from the 
server computer through a ^network in accordance with a 
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request from the ^erminal- 

13* A computer systeih according to claim 12, wherein s 

the terminal As connected to a power supply system, 
the power supply system includes a plurality of 
electric products, a power generation apparatus capable of 
varying an amount of powefc generation, and a power control 
apparatus for oontrollJum power supply from the power 
generation apparatus to jBhe plurality of electric products, 
and \ 

the downloaded correspondence table is stored in the 
power control apparatus . \ 

14. A method for sell\ng an electric product, comprising 
the step oft 

selling an eleateric product With a URL address for 
obtaining a correspondence table regarding the eleatric 
product, the correspondence table indicating a relationship 
between a state of the eleotrio product and power consumption 
of the electric product in the state. 



